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Ou muſt not wonder that 
your Tragedy of Irene en- 
groſs d, for ſome Months be- 
fore its Appearance, the Con- 
8 of the Town, and every one 
B was 
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| 
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was big with Expectation of ſeeing a 
Piece plann'd, and wrote up to the 
higheſt Pitch of a Dramatic Ferjor- 
mance ; but as they are, in tome Mea- 
ſure, diſappointed in both Particulars, 
you can't be ſurprizd they now grow 
clamorous in their Cenſures: And tho 


ſome may take you to Pieces without 


Merey, behind your Back, I think it 
more generous to do it to your Face, 
and will handle you as tenderly as the 
Nature of your Offence will admit 
of. And that I may not deſtroy 
your. Virtues among the Crowd of your 


Vices, I will fingly call em before me, 


and convict em one by one. 


The firſt Thing I have to enquire 
into, is your Scene; which, I think, 


you have placd in the Garden of the 


Seraglio : Nay, in the moſt private and 


ſequeſter d Walks of it; which the 
Sultan, being deep in Love and fond 


of Melancholly, had choſen for his 
own Retirement. This, I think, is 
the Place where your two Grecian 
Heroes, in Tarksb Habits, open the 
. . Play; 


1 


play ; which, 1 doubt not, amaz'd 
every Body, to think how they got 
there: For the Seraglio being a Place 
ſo guarded by Slaves, and kept ſacred 
to the Sultan's Pleaſures, how ſhould 
it be poſſible two ſtravge Turks (ſup- 
poſe they were really ſo) durſt appear, 
dreſsd in all the Magnificence of 
caſtern State, in the moſt retir'd Walks 
of the Palace Garden, and never be 
enquir'd after? It is certain, there is 
not a Janizary upon Duty, or Servant 
at his Labour, but knows every Per- 
fon who has Authority to frequent 
thoſe Shades, as well as the Gate- 
Keepers do who has a Right to ride 
through St. James s- Park. I can 
hardly think their Friend Cali wou'd 
place em there to be out of Sight. 
No ;-'tis plain he knew better for 
when he was diſpos'd to break his 
Mind to Demetrius oNLy, he very 
_ cautiouſly advis'd his Friend Abdalla 
to a properer Place, as you have very 
| 8 deſerib d: 


— He 
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He eiz'd my doabtful Hand, 3 
And led me to the Shore where Cali 
95; -1obd:r t ny 
Pen ve, and liſining to the beating 
. &c. Ft 
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This Shore mention % cou 4 not hd 3 
within the Bounds of the Seraglio ; 1 
for, it is well known, that Palace is x 
guarded next the Sea by very ſtrong 
and high Fortifications, and no other 3 
Building near the Place. Here Caii 7 
told Demetrius his Purpoſe ; and, I „ 
ſuppoſe, deſir'd to ſec: his 5 riend Leon- 4 
#115 for the fame End, and, I-ſhou'd 
think; at the ſame Place: But WwWhe- 
ther Leuntius was afraid of catching F 
Cold, or daubing bis Feet by the 
W ater-fide, I can't tell; yet it is cer» 
tain, the Place is chang'd from: the 
filent Shore to the Sultan's Gardens, 
where Cali meets him and his Friend, 
and they talk Treaſon as loud as Sy- 
Phax and Sempronius do in the Hall 
of Utica An Error very wiſely 


' remark'd by a deceas'd Critic. F 
In | 
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In the Courſe of theſe Traitors Con- 
verſation, Cali, talking of tyrannic 
| enten bee breaks out in an Ecſtaſy : 


of there be any Clime, as Fanie re- 
ports, "-. | 

here common: Laws ref rain the 
Prince and n &. 


4% quotha! T word s a” Stateſman 
— that cou'd not be certain he- 
ther there was any Country, whoſe 
Conſtitution differ d from his own 
After that Confeſſion of his Ignorance, 
I did not at all doubt, but he intro- 
duc'd the Greets into the Palace to be 


| Private. 5 


Culi * gives a very odd Account 
of the Sultan's Temper —— Really, 
ſuch a ſudden, undeterminated Charac- 
ter he gives him. that we may, with- 
out great Abſurdity, take him for a 
Madman.——He ſays —— £ſpafia be- 
ing brought before the Sultan, he was 


ns ſtruck with her uncommon Beauty 


1 and 
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6 
and Behaviour, that he immediately 
offer d to make ber his Queen; which 
ſhe, from ſome nice Scruples of Con- 
ſcience and Religion, join d to her ſtrong 
Attachment to Demetrius,  refus'd. 
This ſo inflam'd him, that he was al- 


moſt incens d to offer Violence 
But very lucky for her, another Plun- 
der er (ſo he is ſtil d) juſt in that Mo- 
ment brought in Irene, upon which, 
the Sultan turn d roatid, and offer'd, in 


the fame Moment he was courting Asa 


paſia, the Crown to her; and finding 
not ſo much Averſion there, as in the 
other Lady, purſu'd his Point with 
Irene, and never once thought of A. 
. more. What wou'd: this un- 
happy — have done, if ſhe had 
behav'd like Ajpaſia ? Why, he muſt 
certainly, juſt in that Moment, as he 
was 1o violent in his Love, have mar- 
ried the firſt Wench he had met, or 
bave rain d in his own i F le 244. 121 
„Tha — of! 1 the 
Government. and deſtroying the Sul- 


0 


vn being very well plann'd, and agreed 
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En 
to, T am a little puzzled how the Mu- 
tineers ſhou'd eſcape; for I can hear of 


but one Galley that was provided, and 


that wou'd not more than accommo- 
date the Lovers and their Ladies, with 


proper Mariners to conduct em: For 
if Purchas may be believd, at the 
Time of Amurath, a Turkiſh Galley 
was look'd upon as very large, and of 
great Uſe, that wou'd carry eight 
Sailors (or Oar-Men) twenty fighting 
Men, their Officers, and Proviſion for 
two Months. If this Account be 
true, what was to become of all the 
reſt of the Aſſociates? For, by Lan 
tins's Account, 


Above a hundred Voices thunder'd 


round him, 
And every Voice was Liberty and 
Greece. 


Which, by the Bye, was not quite 


ſo wiſe, to make ſuch an Uproar 1o 


near the Palace. For Shouting and 


Hollowing will naturally bring People 
to enquire the Cauſe; and, had this 


happen d 
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happen'd now, the whole Plot had 
been unravell d, and the Grecians loſt 


their a for a N 
The Colſpinitors; in the Midft of 


their Conſultations, are fuddenly diſ- 


pers'd by the Approach of Muſtapha; 
who comes to tell Ca/z, that the Em- 
peror is walking that Way, and wou'd 
be private. The Emperor appears, 
and 1s met with a fine Panegyric from 


Cali, who receives it very kindly, or- 


ders a Counſellor to Death, and puts 
Irene into the Protection of the Baſſa; 
not from any great Opinion of his Vir- 
tue, but becauſe 


His Blood, frozen with f- Axt Min- 
ters Camps, 

Ait Sight of Female Charms will 
glow no more. 


The pious Baſſa refuſes this great Charge, 
and begs Leave to perform a Pilgrimage 
to Mecca; which the haſty Monarch 
denies, and perſwades him rather to 
ſtay, ſpill ſome more Blood, and * a 
| ew 


few more Miſchiefs firſt ; then, quoth 
he, 


"Tis Time to think of Pray'rs, of 
Pilgrimage, and Peace. 


 Mabomet, tho' the greateſt Man in 
the Play, I don't think the wiſeſt; 
for when he hears of Cali's Treachery, 
inſtead of inſtantly putting him to 
Death: and ſecure his own Perſon, re- 
ſolves to have a little Sport with him, by 
Way of hunting him round the World; 
as we turn Foxes looſe, only to have 
the Pleaſure of finding em again: And 
= indeed, he propoſes a pretty long Chace; 
11 think, it is from Pole to Pole; and 

is determin'd to have him, tho the 
North Wind ſhou'd ſtand his Friend 
But Muſtapha, who, it ſeems, 
was not ſo keen a Sportſman as his 
Maſter, is for making ſure of him 
now they have him, and not truſt to 
a future Chace. Yet Mahomet 
was ſo much in Love, that Calis 
Crime flipt over, without any par- 
ticular Notice taken of it —— and 
C tho' 
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tho' the Aga gives a long Deſcription 
of the two Strangers he had ſeen with 


Cali in the Garden, Mahomet never 
gave himſelf the Trouble to have 'em 
enquir'd after, or even to ask who they 
were ſuſpected to be. 


The next Thing that ſtruck me, 


was Mahomet's uncommon Courtſhi 
of Irene; for inſtead of Flattery, and 


other pay Deluſions to engage Affec- 


tion, generally made uſe of by an cager 
Lover, he courts her out of the Al- 
coran; or, as my Lord Foppington ſays, 


ſeems 90 bin a Woman ſhou'd fall in | 


Love with him, for his endeavouring 
to perſwade her ſhe has not one ſingle 
Virtue in the whole Compoſition of her 
Soul and Body - In ſhort, his Argu- 
ments are ſo ſtrong, or her Under- 
ſtanding ſo weak, that at laſt ſhe ſeems 
to be quite of his Opinion, and throws 
herſelf, without farther Trouble, into 
the Sultan's Embraces. W hat Pity 
tis a virtuous Chriſtian cou'd not make 
a better Defence againſt an amorous 
Heathen ! 
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I was greatly furpriz'd at the ſud- 
den Paſſion of Ab4alla, which broke 
out in ſuch extravagant Guſts of Rage 
and Tumult, that one wou'd have 
thought the Turk had been ſeiz d with 
a ſudden Frenzy ; and whatever Ma- 
homet may think of his Paſſion, Ab- 
dalla's is as much above him for Fire, 
high Flights, and precepitate Deſigns, 
as Champaign, in its Effect, is above the 
Operations of Small Beer. Tis 
well Abdalla had not Mabomet's Pow- 
cr; for, if he had, we ſhou'd doubtlets 
have ſeen the Palace, Gardens, Cali, 


and all his Friends in a Flame, in one 


Moment's Time. 


His Paſſion (as I imagin'd it wou'd) 
prov'd fatal to the Scheme of Liberty ; 
for we find his Rage ſet him upon 
Baſeneſs, to the Ruin of old Cali, 
and the reſt of the Conſpirators, ex- 
cept Demetrius; and how he came to 
eſcape is a moſt ſurprizing Piece of 


good Fortune. What! the only Men 


at whom his Rage was levell'd, that 
: he 
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he ſhould be the only one that eſcap d; d; 


nay more, had ſtill Power enough * 


fetch his Miſtreſs away, even when 


Abdalla was preſent? —— who, in- 


ſtead of ſeizing the Lady, or deftroying 
Demetrius, very kindly ſlipt aſide, 
while the two Lovers whip'd into the 
Galley fo often mention'd, and fail'd 
away. This Incident, tho' very 


. diverting, I muſt confeſs, favours great- 


ly of the Marvellous, 


The Death of Jrene, tho' not ap- 
prov'd of by ſome of the SpeQators, I 


think very natural and decent. The 


Reaſon for her Death, and the Man- 


ner of executing it, may be highly juſ- 


tified Calt's dying Confeſſion, 


that Mahomet was to have been mur- 


der'd in Irene's Chamber, muſt, doubt- 
leis, alarm a leſs paſſionate Monarch 
than Mahomet: Nor am I at all ſur- 
priz'd, at the ſpeedy Vengeance he 
rook of her I doubt not, but 
tome of our Conoiſſeurs expected, ac- 


cording to the old Story, to have 


ſeen %S Head taken off by Mahomet, 
2 


3 


-, 1 
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from falling unheard, under his 


St IE 
at one Stroke of his Scymitar; which, 
when perform'd to the Height of E 
pectation, coti'd have been but à Pan- 
tomime Trick, and beneath the Dig- 
nity of a Tragedy; unleſs you cou'd 
ſuppoſe, the Hero was bred a Butcher. 


As to the Trick, perhaps, ſome 
of our tender hearfed ' Countrymen, 


. wou'd have cas'd that Objection, by 


having her Head cut off in good Ear- 
neſt, and ſo have had the Pleature of 


a new Irene every Night. 


But, T think it is better as it is, 


and the Tale finely adapted to the 


Stage. Irene's Innocence being 


= prov'd to the Sultan, gives him Oc- 


caſion to reflect upon his haſty Sen- 
tence, and may be the Means of pre- 
venting many an innocent By 

ya 


pleaſure, 


As to the Fpilogue, it is of too 
delicate, too refin'd, too noble, too 
eloquent, too witty, and too new a 
Kind to deſerve Applauſe, or incur 
Cenſure. 
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